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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN 


The  Selectmen  credit  the  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1876, 
as  folloivs : — 


By  list  of  taxes  assessed  April  1,  1875,  $10,931.81 

Savings  bank  tax,  510.72 

Railroad  tax,  460.85 

Literary  fund,  122.98 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1,  1875,  2,340.28 

Cash  in  Collector's  hands,  5,126.20 

Sale  of  town  Library,  -1                 35.60 

Sale  of  tools  and  shanty,  16.65 

Seth  Cass,  interest  on  taxes  of  1872,  247.09 

Sale  of  Clark  Fuller's  goods,  63.89 

Seth  Cass,  interest  on  taxes  of  1875,  30.00 

$19,886.07 

Borrowed,  $5,498.08 

$25,384.15 


Disbursements. 

Paid  State  tax. 

$1,244.00 

County  tax. 

1,107.32 

$2,351.32 

Paid  outstanding  orders  of  1874, 

$33.85 

School  Money. 

District  No.  1,  E.  0.  Marden, 

§36.04 

2,  Milo  Fellows, 

950.60 

3,  Otis  S.  Damon, 

37.76 

4,  J.  M.  R.  Emmons, 

26.55 

5,  John  M.  Dame. 

4  0.89 

6,  Charles  Kidder, 

47.30 

7.  R.  C.  Homan. 

14.96 

8,  Win.  A.  Beckford, 

95.84 

9,  John  Hastings, 

51.69 

8,  raised  03-  the  district, 

25.00 

$1,326.63 

School-House  Tax. 
District  No.  2,  Milo  Fellows,  $500.00 

Paupers''  Bills. 
Frank  H.  Prescott. 
Apr.  24,  Paid  Concord  Insane  Asylum  for  board, 

clothing  and  medical  attendance,      $78.47 
Oct.  3,  paid  to  bal.  accounts,  8.31 


D.  C.  Willey. 

June  24,  paid  Irving  Blackstone,  for  labor,  $.75 

Sept.  27,          Oren  Wallace  for  cleaning  well,  1.50 

Jan.  29,           Kiati  Wells,  sawing  wood,  7.50 

C.  L.  Clay,  4  cords  wood,  16.00 

26,           Fowler  &  Co.  for  medicine,  5.70 

H.  B.  Fowler,  hair  mattress  and  stead  9.00 

"           "       medical  attendance,  4.00 


-$44.45 


Mary  S  wett. 


July  31, 

paid 

Thomas  Wicom  for  board. 

S25.00 

Nov.  27. 

it              u                    i< 

80.00 

Feb.  26, 

Fowler  &  Co.,  for  medicine. 

5.60 

•• 

C.  Taylor  &  Son,  for  sheeting, 

1.11 

111  71 

Clarissa.  Browx. 

Sept.  2, 

paid 

Abigail  Darling,  for  board. 

S19.68 

Oct.  30, 

14                           ..                                   It 

25.00 

Feb.  19, 

U                           ((                                   It 

106.82 

151  50 

Daniel  Chase. 

Mar.  27, 

paid  Hannah  Kelley,  for  labor, 

80.00 

Apr.  24, 

Rufus  Eaten,                 k' 

2.00 

Feb.  26, 

lngalls  &  Co.,  mediciues, 

.38 

C.  Taylor  &  Co..  goods, 

9.00 

617.3& 

Clark  Fuller  &  Wife. 

March  2 

7,  paid  Thomas  Wicom,  sawing  wood, 

$10.30 

May  29, 

M.  S.  Peters,  for  labor, 

8.25 

A.  S.  Hiland,           " 

12.00 

Samuel  Hiland,       " 

2-50 

T.  H.  TTicom, 

13.00 

June  7, 

W.  Sleeper,  cash, 

•81 

26, 

David  Cheney,  for  labor, 

3.00 

R.  Buntin,  for  potatoes, 

.60 

S.  Dolloff,  for  labor,  &c, 

4.00 

A.  E.  Piper,  for      " 

8.00 

M.  S.  Peters,  for  wood, 

1.50 

Nov.  27, 

L.  A.  Ballou,  for  goods, 

S.36 

Dec.  25, 

Lonna  Gerry,  for  lai>or,. 

5.50 

Feb.  26, 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bishop,  medicine  &  atten- 

dance, 

13.25 

C.  Taylor  &  Son,  goods, 

1.10 

Bm'iel  expenses,. 

37.00 
$119.17 

Daniel  Tirrell. 

Mch.  13,  paid  D.  S.  Follinsbee,  for  board,  $48.00 

May  29,               "             "             "  63.40 

Aug.  28,               "             "           J "  63.08 

Nov.  27,               "             "             "  62.40 

Feb.  19,                "             «             "  25.00 

26,             D.  P.  Prescott,  for  shoes,  2.00 

Fowler  &  Co.,  for  medicine,  '    3.50 

C.  Taylor,  for  goods,  5.75 


-273.13 


Transient  Paupers. 
Oct.  3,  paid  Nancy  Wallace,  >  $6.00 

Feb.  28,  paid  O.  K.  Bucklin,  boarding  tramps,  '75,     2.60 

$8.60 


Total  for  paupers,  $812.72 

Highways  and  Bridges. 
A.  A.  Marden's  District. 
Apr.  24,  '75,  paid  J.  H.  Martin,  breaking  roads,      $7.90 
P.  C.  Shaw,  "  "  2.50 

Sept.  25,  Jacob  Cass,  timber  and  work  on 

bridge,  29.09 

$39.49 

H.  N.  Emmon's  District. 
June  7,  '75,  paid  S.  H.  Heath,  cutting  out  drifts,     $3.00 
Aug.  28,  H.  M.  Emmons,  breaking  roads 

'74,  '75,  10.35 

$13.3  5 

J.  W.  Burley's  District. 
Apr.  24,  '75,  paid  Jon't   Emmons,  breaking  roads, 

in  1874-5,  $7.68 

June  26,  J.  W.  Burley,  ';  "         5.10 

A.  Dow,  "         '74-5,    15.47 

Feb.  26, '76,  John  Dow,  "  5.78 

28,  John  F.  Merrow,      "         '75-6,    13.90 

$47.93 


Stephen  Nelson's  District. 
May  29,  '75  paid  C.  L.  Clay,  breaking  roads,  22.89 

$22.89 

J.  M.  Dame's  District. 
Mar.  13,  '75,  paid  Jos.  Moore,  repairing  highway,  $0.33 
Josiah  Marston,  breaking  roads,  21.00 
Apr.  21,  John  Roby  and  others,  repairing 

highway,  '74-5,  40.22 

24,  John  Rob}r,  breaking  roads,  '74-5,  8.25 

Nov.  20,  Josiah  Marston,  repairing  road,      3.15 

Oct.  2,  SylvanusSvvett,  break'g  road,  '75,  5.85 

$90.80 

A.  J.  Ferrin's  District.  • 

May  29,  '75,  paid  A.  J.  Ferrin,  breaking  roads, 

'74-75,  $12.70 

$12.76 

S.  K.  Worthen's  District. 
June  7,  '75,  paid  D.  Y.  Emmons'  repairing  roads,    $0/00 
Nov.  27,  *    Jos.  Mason,  breaking  roads,  '75,      2.70 

Feb.  20,  '70,         S.  K.  Worthen,  "  "         '70,    3.37 

812.07 

N.  T.  Chase's  District. 
May  29,  '75,  paid  N.  T.  Chase,  breaking  roads,       $1.50 
Aug.  28,  Charles  Gale,  4.05 

$0.15 

B.  F.  Sanborn's  District. 
Apr.  24,  '75,  paid  B.  F.  Sanborn,  breaking  roads,    $0.07 
Oct.  30,  "  "     repairing  highway,     8.00 

Feb.  20,  '70,  "  "         breaking  roads,      7.97 

$22.04 

Benj.  Grey's  District. 
May  29,  '75,  paid  H.  C.  Homan  and  others,  break- 
ing roads,  '75,  27.30 
Dec.  25,                  Benj.  Grey,  building  und  break- 
ing roads,                                     30.89 
Feb.  20,  '70,           Benj.  Grey,  breaking, roads,          12.82 

$71.01 
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J.  Martin  Sleeper's  District. 
Apr.  24,  '75,  paid  J.  M.  Sleeper,  br'king  r'ds,'74-5,   $19.05 

$19.05 

Samuel  Fellow's  District. 

Mar.  13,  '75,  paid  H.  H.  Bailey,  breaking  roads,    $24.00 

Apr.  10,  P.  S.Drake,  others,"         "  19.96 

H.  D.  Cheney,  «         "  9.45 

P.  S.  Drake,  repairing  highway,  16.25 

14,  H.  H.  Bailey,  breaking  roads,       12*60 

24.  H.  D.  Cheney,       "  "  2.85 

May  29,  S.  M.  Peters,  repairing  highway,  8.47 

June  26,  R.  Buntin,  snowing  bridge,  2.00 

Oct.  30,  John  Peters,  repairing  highway,      1.36 

Feb.  26,  '76,  H.  H.  Bailey,  breaking  roads,       11.15 

$108.09 

Union  District. 
Mar.  13,  '75,  paid  C.  H.  Woodard,  breaking  roads,  $7.25 
27,  Kiah  Wells,  "  "     6.00, 

30,  Moses  P.  Smith,  shoveling  snow 

and  cutting  pitehpoles,  2.00 

24,  John  W.  Wells,  breaking  roads,     5.27 

Rums  Eaton,  "  "       10.60 

H.  H.  Bailey,  "  "       15.00 

J.  A.  Haynes,  repairing  highway,  2.50 

George  Sumner,  breaking  roads,     8.00 

Apr.  24,  Green  L.  Tilton,  breaking  roads,    9.45 

May  29,  S.  H.  Rollins,  "  "         4.45 

O.  F.  Morse,  shoveling  snow,  8.00 

June  26,  Kiah  Wells,  "  "  9.64 

July  14,  Samuel  Page,         "  "  3.00 

Sept  25,  D.  S.  Mason,  breaking  roads,  4.00 

Oct.  30,  George  W.  Clifford, "         "  4.25 

Nov.  1,  Jacob  Cass,  "  "  2.75 

Jan.  29,  '76  John  W.  Sanborn,    "  "    '74-5  2.21 

Solomon  French,  shoveling  snow,  '75,  .51 

Feb.  26,  Sam.  Follansbee,  repairing  highway,  4.00 


Milo  Fellow's  District. 
Nov.  27,  '75,  paid  Oren  Nelson,  breaking  roads,  '75,  3.00 

J.  W.  Wells,  blasting  stone,  6.80 

Dec.  8,  D.  J.  Hunt,  shoveling  snow,  1.36 


1.16 


Calvin  Mudgett's  District. 
Feb.  26,  '76,  paid  Calvin  Mudgett,  breaking  roads,  $7.98 

$7.98 

Miscellaneous  for  Highways  and  Bridges. 
Mar.  25,  '75,  paid  Fred  Healey,  damage  to  sled,       82.00 
Oren  Nelson,  use  of  water  tub,  '74,      3.00 
Apr.  24,  J.  C.  Herbert,  lighting  bridge  5  weeks 

and  2  days,  2.64 

June  7,  M.  O.  Edgerly,  bolts  and  braces,  3.66 

July  9,  N.  B.  Cloutman,  damage  to  horse  and 

sleigh,  10.00 

31.  Ames  &  Mason,  land  damage  for  road 

leading  to  J.  F.  Cass'  house,  7.00 

J.  W.  Saunders,  bridge  plank,  8.34 

E.  M.  Eastman,  lighting  cov'd  bridge,  12.00 

Aug.  28,  P.  S.  Drake,  damage  to  plow,  3.07 

Sept   25,         E.  F.  Hutchins,   3026    feet  hemlock 

lumber,  30.26 

Oct.  30,  Aaron  K.  Peaslee,  water  tub  2  years,    6.00 

Nov.  27,  Oren  Nelson,  "         "      for  '75,  3.00 

L.  A.  Ballou,  "•        "  "     3.00 

G.  L.  Tilton,  drawing  lumber  &  wood,  7.27 
Dec.  1,  Thomas  Muzzey,  bridge  plank,  10.96 

Jan.  29,  '76,  E.  Sanborn,  1874  feet  lumber,  19.74 

Feb.  19,  Cha's  Batchelder,  water  tub  2  years,      5.00 

Feb.  26,  E.  N.  Eastman,  lighting  and  snowing 

bridge,  28.00 

C.  Taylor  &  Son,  bolts,  screws,  &c,    1.94 
Sam.  Tilton,  water  tub  2  years,  3.50 

$170.28 


Total  for  highways  and  bridges,  $765.13 
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Fire  Ward. 

Apr.  24,  '75,  paid  Green  L.  Tilton, 

$100.00 

Nov.  2,                   Joseph  D.  Kelley , 

200.00 

Feb.  19,                       "                  " 

75.00 

March,                        "                 " 

65.00 

fill  10  00 

Abatement  rf  Taxes. 

On  tax  list  of  1872, 

$352.80 

Discount  on  taxes  of  1872, 

53.79 

April  19,  A.  F.  Bartlett,  on  tax  of  '73, 

3.56 

Sept.  25,  Daniel  S.  Mason, 

6.60 

Oct.  30,  Frederick  Bartlett,  cemetery  note, 

4.40 

Wm.  Mudgett,  note, 

1.93 

Sept.  25,  M.  S.  Peters,  school-house  tax, 

1.03 

Nov.  27,  Amanda  M.  Stearns, 

5.78 

Dec.  25,  D.  S.  Follinsbee, 

.76 

A.  Highlands, 

.12 

C.  0.  Brailey,  clog, 

1.00 

E.  W.  Muzzey, 

2.03 

Mrs.  Wm.  Kelley, 

3.29 

Albert  Muzzey, 

1.93 

Jan.  29,  A.  A.  Marden,  poll, 

1.93 

C.  E.  Fowler,  dog, 

1.00 

Feb.  28,  Seth  Cass,  tax  list  of  '75, 

100.00 

"     book  of  1875, 

21.06 

$563.01 

Miscellaneous  Items. 
Mar.  27,  John  W.  Wells,  police  services  and 

boarding  tramps,  $35.00 

13,  George  S.  Knox,  17  months  police,  25.00 
R.  W.  Musgrove,  printing  reports,  and 

stationery,  74.38 

Mar.  24,  Morrill  and  Silsby,  books,  10.75 

June  24,  O.  F.  Fowler,  selling  town  library,  4.00 

26,  M.  S.  Peters,  wood  for  town  house,  9.63 

Sept.  25,  W.  S.  S.  Gordon,  police  services,  25.00 
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Sept.  25,  E.  K.  Pray,  handcuffs,  $4.50 

Oct.  30,  R.  W.  Musgrove,  printing,  13.75 
Dec.  25,  J.  A.  Havnes,  moving  and  repairing 

hearse  house,  40.00 

Jan.  29,  Samuel  Page,  care  of  town  clock,  20.00 
H.  A.  Randolph,  services  as  prosecuting 

liquor  agent,  14.22 

W.  Sleeper,  Ins.  on  town  hall,  26.00 

Feb.  26,  Ingalls  &  Co.,  stationery,  .SI 

H.  C.  Homans,  sheep  killed  by  dogs,  12.00 

John  Peters,         "           "             "  6.00 

K.  E.  Dearborn,  serving  notices  of  fire 

precinct,  5.00 

Fowler  &  Co.,  schoolbooks  for  J.  Brison,     2.40 

C.  Taylor  &  Son,  cheese,  crackers  and  pail 

for  lobby,  1.81 

28,  W.  Sleeper,  receipt  book,  .75 

Seth  Cass,,  collecting  taxes,  '72,  150.00 

"       "     error  on  tax-book  of  '72,  50.33 

"       "     collecting  taxes,  '75,  200.00 

E.  K.  Pray,  use  of  horse,  10.00 

Mar.  2,  F.  Baptist  Society,  2.00 


-$743.3* 


Town  Officers'  Bills. 

E.  K.  Pray,  $180.00 

Solon  Dolloff,  105.00 

Woodbury  Sleeper,  102.50 

A.  W.  Bingham,  Town  Clerk,  40.00 

E.  K.  Pray,  Treasurer,  50.00 

Charies  FoiTest,  }  SuPt'  Sch°o1  Committee,  55.00 


-$532.50 


Paid  on  Notes. 

May  6,  '75,  E.  H.  Smith,  $55.17 

29,    •        «  "  100.50 

June  24,       Frederick  Bartlett,  321.38 

25,       Wm.  L.  Chase,  221.04 


Oct, 

28,' 

71,  Win.  L.  Chase, 

26, 

Betsey  Ordway, 

July 

17, 

Jacob  Cass, 

Aug. 

8, 

Samuel  Smith, 
S.  C.  Beon, 

Aug. 

,  16. 

Mary  Swett, 

Sept 

•  1, 

Sally  M.  Chase. 
Favor  Locke, 

17, 

Oliver  Blake, 

25, 

Franklin  Fogg, 

12 


$212.88 

30.00 

110.10 

75.00 

212.44 

62.43 

322.82 

25.00 

126.25 

378.32 

660.26 

"  "  276.10 

"  221.89 

Oct.  16,        Frances  L.  Blake,  125.70 

28,         Amanda  M.  Stearns,  12.00 

30.         Wm.  Mudgett,  80.00 

Nov.  20,       D.  S.  Mason,  55.00 

27,  Varnum  Pratt,  1,442.89 

904.94 

Dec.  5,         Lucius  S.  Gordon,  469.16 

14,        H.  E.  Whittemore,  711.00 

Jan.  29,  '76,  Rebecca  Cheney,  180.00 

Feb.  7,  Hiram  Kendall,  70.00 

28,  J.  H.  Brown,  admr.  estate  A.  Brown,  30.00 
Peter  Whittemore,  404.97 

Mar.  1,  Franklin  Fogg,  500.00 

Albert  E.  Muzzey,  198.00 

Clarence  N.  Merrill,  194.77 

Charles  Tukey,  345.00 

2,  W.  C.  Kelley,  236.10 

$9,371.11 
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Recapitulation. 

Total  amount  received,  $25,384.10 

State  tux,  $1,244.00 

County  tax,  1,107.32 

School  tax,  1,326.63 

School-House  tax,  500.00 

Outstanding  orders  of  1874,  33.85 

Pauper  bills,  812.72 

Highways  and  bridges,  765.13 

Fire  Ward,  440.00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  563.01 

Paid  on  notes,  9,371.11 
Miscellaneous  items,                                     .        743.38 

Town  officers'  bills,  532.50 

In  hands  of  Treasurer,  5,253.85 

Seth  Cass,  1873,  1,256.42 

"                Woodbury  Sleeper,  1874,  1,434.23 

$25,384.15 


Notes  and  Interest  due  from  the  Town,  March  1,  1876. 

S.  B.  Whittemore,  $179.49 

D.  S.  Mason,  585.29 

Milo  Fellows,  290.71 

Charles  E.  Mason,  14.11 

Favor  Locke,  138.70 

Balinda  B.  Gordon,  57.23 

James  H.  Brown,  administrator  estate  of  A.  Brown,      1,343.21 

David  Mason,  426.19 

Woodbury  Sleeper,  149.14 

David  Mason,  81.13 

June  23,  '71,  J.  F.  Tilton,  262.84 

Lucy  B.  Stearns,  72.36 

Oct.  17,           Daniel  K.  Sanborn,  51.59 

28,           Mary  C.  Mudgett,  621.83 

Sarah  Cheney,  108.53 

Wm.  Mudgett,  66.90 
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Jan.  16,  '72,  Beniah  Wheeler,  $635.64 


Feb.  7, 

J.  H.  Brown,  admr.  estate  A.  Brown, 

317.17 

Feb.  20, 

Lucy  R.  Stearns, 

139.18 

Arthur  L.  Worthen, 

25.23 

28, 

Abbie  L.  Welch, 

62.82 

Nancy  A.  Durgin, 

62.82 

May  25, 

Amanda  M.  Stearns, 

298.94 

Polly  R.  Sleeper, 

298.94 

28, 

Amanda  M.  Stearns, 

301.04 

Horace  Ballou, 

554.67 

June  14, 

Mary  Swett, 

520.92 

Aug.  31, 

Dorcas  M.  Heath, 

1,793.65 

Sept,  28, 

Hannah  Woolson, 

134.29 

Nov.  30, 

Mary  Chadwick, 

60.44 

Dec.  3, 

Dorcas  M.  Heath, 

154.91 

28, 

Hannah  W.  Gray, 

60.14 

Jan.  9,  '73, 

Lucy  R.  Stearns, 

85.28 

Mar.  29, 

Hiram  Kendall, 

75.68 

Apr.  12, 

Ruth  P.  Brown, 

211.48 

21, 

Balinda  B.  Cass, 

1,589.76 

Sept.  27, 

Lovina  Gerry, 

403.28 

Oct.  3, 

Clark  Merrill, 

113.96 

18, 

Lovina  Gerry, 

488.03 

Nov.  28, 

Cardigan  Lodge  No.  38,  I.  O.  of  O.  F., 

141.45 

Dec.  1 , 

Betsey  Ordwa}T, 

1,094.31 

23, 

Amanda  M.  Stearns, 

32.33 

30, 

Isaac  OrdwajT, 

113.48 

Jan.  1,  '74, 

Polly  H.  Sleeper, 

170.13 

10, 

Lucy  R.  Stearns, 

44.48 

Apr.  25, 

Levi  Nelson,  jr., 

111.40 

30, 

Ellen  Kidder, 

110.77 

June  27, 

Frances  W.  Calley, 

55.14 

J.  II.  Brown, 

55.14 

Lovina  Gerry, 

165.43 

4, 

Francis  L.  Blake, 

312.17 

10, 

Schuyler  Walker, 

1,510.87 

16, 

Edward  H.  Rice, 

109.77 
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June  29,  '74 

,  Schuyler  Walker, 

$658.26 

Henrietta  Sanborn, 

329.13 

Aug.  15, 

Levi  Nelson  jr., 

54.71 

Horace  M.  Emmons, 

545.98 

Sept.  15, 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Haynes, 

108.91 

21, 

Edward  H.  Rice, 

54.40 

29, 

Seth  Cass, 

325.95 

Oct.  31, 

Clara  J.  Sanborn, 

297.33 

Nov.  28, 

U                               It 

349.78 

2, 

Clarance  N.  Merrill, 

237.78 

6, 

Mrs.  H.  Cheney, 

162.02 

10, 

J.  F.  Patten, 

539.71 

28, 

Marcus  L.  Emmons, 

153.19 

Feb.  17,  '75, 

Clarance  N.  Merrill, 

220.21 

20, 

David  Mason, 

239.29 

Apr.  29, 

Nancy  F.  Danforth, 

262.50 

May  1, 

Lucy  R.  Stearns, 

315.00 

29, 

Sarah  Cheney, 

209,00 

Almira  M.  Huse, 

104.52 

June  26, 

Eliza  A.  Rankins, 

52.00 

Aug.  5, 

Abram  D.  Locke, 

155.13 

Sept.  25, 

Franklin  Fogg, 

1,075.34 

Oct.  2, 

Lovina  Cook, 

163.95 

Mary  Swett, 

512.33 

Nov.  27, 

W.  A.  Berry,  Exr.  V.  Pratt's  will, 

1,015.50 

Ct                 ((                         U                         «(                 l< 

1,015,50 

Jan  29,  '76, 

Rebecca  Cheney, 

126.66 

5,178.47 
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Debts  Due  the  Totvn. 


In  hands  of  Seth  Cass,  '73,  $1,256.42 

"           W.  Sleeper,  '74,  1,434.23 

kt           Treasurer,  5,253.85 

Grafton  County  for  support  of  paupers,  100.70 


1,045.20 


Amount  the  town  owes,  $26,178.47 

Due  the  town,  8,045.20. 


Actual  debt,         $18,133.27 
Decrease  of  debt,  $2,632.77 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  K.  PRAY,  )    Selectmen 

SOLON  DOLLOFF,  \        of 

WOODBURY  SLEEPER,  J      Bristol. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  foregoing- 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  and  find  their 
accounts  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched, 

L.  W.  HAMMOND,  )  Auditors 
SETH  CASS,  fAuauors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROSECUTING  AGENT. 

Gentlemen:  Your  Agent  has,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  attended  to 

his  duties,  and  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : — 
We  are  all  of  us  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  evils  of  intemper- 
ance, which,  like  an  undying  worm,  strikes  at  the  heart  of  every  thing 
that  is  noble  aud  good  in  man;  paralyzes  the  energies  of  a  community  ; 
breeds  anarchy,  confusion  and  rottenness  in  every  political  party, 
wretchedness  and  misery  to  family  and  homes;  destroys  the  health, 
and  blasts  the  reputation  of  every  individual  who  falls  under  its  influ- 
ence; and  yet  it  seems  that  this  blighting  evil  cannot  be  stopped  by 
any  power  short  of  Omnipotence.  While  intoxicating  liquor  is  man- 
ufactured, imported,  and  peddled  out  in  every  village,  so  long  will  men 
be  found  who  will  spend  their  last  dollar,  ami  sell  the  last  spark  of 
manhood  to  obtain  the  miserable,  poisonous  draught  that  drags  them 
to  the  poor-house  or  the  grave. 

Now  any  agent,  to  labor  successfully,  must  have  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  all  the  executive  force  at  his  command;  and  he  must  also  be 
sustained  by  public  opinion,  and  the  necessary  provisions  that  the  law 
allows  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  sick,  which  the  town  refused  to  sup- 
ply, thus  binding  me  hand  and  foot  with  the  weight  of  responsibility 
of  depriving  the  sick  and  the  mechanic  of  the  supplies  which  the  law 
allows,  and  thus  crippling  every  effort  that  1  tried  to  make  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law. 

Against  all  these  multiplied  evils  I  have  had  to  labor  silently  and 
without  assistance;  making  enemies  of  my  best  friends,  shunned  by 
my  acquaintances  with  a  glance  of  suspicion,  and  my  reward  the  sneers 
of  my  friends,  the  insults  of  my  enemies,  and  the  commendation  of 
none. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  contingencies,  no  agent,  however  perse- 
vering, can  be  expected  to  stop  all  violations  of  the  liquor  law.  lie 
can  only  exert  his  influence  to  control  it;  and  whoever  may  gainsay 
it,  the  evil  was  in  some  measure  controlled  during  the  early  part  of 
this  political  year.  The  old  lager  beer  saloon  that  was  an  eye-sore  to 
the  village  and  a  curse  to  society,  by  educating  the  young  in  drunken- 
ness, has  been  entirely  and  radically  changed  into  a  very  respectable 
place,  aud  controlled  by  a  gentleman  who  merits  the  patronage  of 
every  citizen. 

For  the  honor  of  the  town  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  there  is  not 
a  village  of  the  same  number  of  inhabitants  in  New  Hampshire,  that 
has  so  clean  a  record  for  sobriety,  during  the  past  year;  For,  in  spite 
of  the  untiring  efforts  of  an  energetic  and  vigilant  police,  not  a  single' 
arrest  for  drunkenness  has  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  entire 
lobby  arrangements  of  our  beautiful  hall  have  been  wholly  at  the  ser- 
vice of  tramps. 

As  the  legislature,  at  its  last  session,  passed  the  whole  of  the  liquor 
business  into  the  hands  of  the  apothecaries,  there  will  in  future  lie  no 
need  of  a  prosecuting  agent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

II.  A.   RANDOLPH. 


REPORT 

OF    THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF    THE 

TOWN     OF      BRISTOL, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1st,  1876. 


District  No.  1. 

This  district  has  had  but  one  term  of  school  of  seven  weeks 
during  the  year.  Taught  by  Miss  M.  F  Emmons,  with  her 
usual  success.  Whole  number  of  scholars  reported,  ten.  Onry 
four  belong  in  the  district,  the  remaining  six  came  in  from  the 
adjoining  district,  which  added  somewhat  to  the  interest  of  the 
school.  During  the  visits  of  the  Committee,  the  school  appear- 
ed orderly  and  interested  in  their  studies. 

Edward  Marden,  Prudential  Committee. 

District  No.  2,  see  Graded  School. 
District  No.  3. 

There  has  been  only  one  term  of  ten  weeks  in  this  district, 
taught  by  Miss  Lilla  A.  Nelson.  This  was  Miss  Nelson's 
first  effort  in  teaching.  She  tried  to  interest  her  scholars  and 
was  successful.  Consequently  her  school  made  good  improve- 
ment.    Whole  number  of  scholars,  six. 

Otis  Damon,  Prudential  Committee. 
District  No.  4. 

Had  only  one  term  of  eleven  weeks,  taught  b}'  Miss  M.  F. 
Emmons.     Whole  number  of  scholars,  two.     Progress,  good. 

J.  M.  R.  Emmons,  Prudential  Committee. 
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District  No.  5. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  L.  Kate  Robie.  Only  one 
term  of  ten  weeks.  This  was  the  ninth  term  Miss  Robie  has 
taught  in  this  district.  From  this  circumstance,  we  very  nat- 
urally conclude  her  labors  heretofore  have  been  successful  We 
heartily  approve  of  the  plan  of  retaining  the  services  of  a  good 
teacher  when  once  secured,  even  at  greater  expense.  The  value 
received  will  more  than  counter-balance  the  surplus  of  dollars. 
The  progress  was  satisfactory.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
eleven  ;  but  only  seven  of  them  belong  in  the  district. 

John  Dame,  Prudential  Committee. 

District  No.  6. 

Had  one  term  of  nine  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Anthe  Robinson. 
This  was  her  first  experience  in  teaching.  A  little  more  energy, 
we  think,  would  make  her  a  more  efficient  teacher ;  which,  no 
doubt,  future  practice  will  develope.  During  our  visits  we  found 
the  school  to  be  orderly  and  well  disposed.  It  has  some  good 
scholars  and  it  passed  a  good  examination.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  twenty. 

Charles  Kidder,  Prudential  Committee. 
District  No.  7. 

There  has  been  but  one  term  of  eleven  weeks  in  this  district, 
taught  by  Miss  Ida  J.  Dalton.  Five  scholars  are  reported 
attending  school,  but  only  three  belong  in  the  district.  The 
Committee  visited  the  school  near  its  commencement  and  close, 
during  which  times  its  orderly  appearance  and  the  closing  ex- 
amination gave  evidence  that  the  time  was  not  misimproved. 

Henry  C.  Homan,  Prudential  Committee. 
District  No.  8. 

This  district  has  had  two  terms  of  school ;  the  first,  nine,  the 
second,  eight  weeks.  Taught  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Wells,  who 
was  very  successful  in  maintaining  good  discipline,  a  very  im- 
portant feature  of  a  good  school.  The  general  appearance  was 
satisfactory.  At  the  close,  the  several  classes  acquitted  them- 
selves in  a  manner  worthy  of  much  credit.  Whole  number  of 
scholars  first  term,  twenty-one  ;  second  term,  twenty. 

Wm.  Beckford,  Prudential  Committee. 
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District  No.  9. 

Has  bad  only  one  term  of  ten  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  F.  A. 
Plumer.  Miss  Pluraer  not  only  possesses  tbe  happy  faculty  of 
winning  the  respect  of  her  scholars,  but  also  the  ability  of  in- 
spiring them  with  a  studious  and  commendable  zeal.  There 
was  a  promptness  in  answering  questions,  and  a  willingness  to 
do  what  was  required,  manifested  in  this  school,  which  was 
highly  praiseworthy.  The  examination  of  classes,  the  speaking 
and  the  compositions  were  very  interesting.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  nine. 

John  Hastings,  Prudential  Committee. 

Union  District. 
Primary  School. 

There  have  been  two  terms  of  school  in  this  department,  under 
the  instruction  of  Miss  Kate  F.  George  ;  assisted  the  first  term 
three  hours  in  a  day  by  Miss  Nettie  Crosby  ;  the  second  term, 
by  Miss  Susie  Prescott.  Length  of  first  term,  eight  weeks,  the 
second  term,  fourteen.  At  the  commencement  of  the  first  term 
there  were  more  scholars  than  could  be  accommodated  in  this 
department,  consequently  twenty-four  were  advanced  to  the 
Intermediate  School,  leaving  sixt3--one  under  Miss  George's 
supervision.  This  school  has  done  well  the  past  year.  Miss 
George's  labors  have  been  very  satisfactor}^.  We  think,  however, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  school  to  divide  it.  It 
is  so  large  that  it  is  impossible  for  each  scholar  to  receive  the 
time  and  attention  which  so  small  scholars  require.  Frequently, 
also,  a  class  is  obliged  to  be  advanced  to  the  higher  department 
before  it  is  properly  qualified,  in  order  to  give  room  for  others. 
We  hope  the  district  will  consider  the  matter  and  make  provis- 
ion for  another  Primary  School.  A  prompt  attendance  char- 
acterized these  small  scholars  which  is  worthy  the  imitation  of 
the  larger  ones.  Only  seven  out  of  sixty-one  were  tardy  during 
the  first  term  ;  only  one  dismissal ;  twenty  who  were  neither  tar- 
dy, dismissed  or  absent  during  the  term. 

Intermediate  School. 

This  department  has  had  two  profitable  terms  under  the  in- 
struction  of  Miss   Addie  A.  Butrick.     Length  of  first  term 
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eight ;  the  second,  fourteen  weeks.  There  was  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  general  appearance  of  this  school.  Good 
order  prevailed,  and  a  good  degree  of  interest  exhibited  by  the 
scholars.  The  progress  was  all  that  could  be  expected.  Twen- 
ty scholars,  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  were  advanced  to  the 
Grammar  School.  The  whole  number  remaining  first  term, 
forty -five  ;  second  term,  fifty-three. 

Grammar  School. 

Has  had  two  prosperous  terms.  The  first  of  eight  weeks, 
taught  by  Miss  Lillian  S.  Abbott  ;  the  second,  of  fourteen 
weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Eva  F.  Burnham.  A  class  of  thirteen 
were  advanced  to  the  High  School  at  the  commencement  of  the 
first  term.  During  this  term  the  attendance  was  prompt  and 
regular.  We  noticed  in  the  register  of  the  second  term  the 
names  of  a  few  scholars  who  were  very  irregular  in  their  attend- 
ance, especially  toward  the  last  of  the  term.  No  trifling  occur- 
ences or  circumstances  ought  to  detain  a  scholar  from  school. 
Youthful  days  are  too  valuable  to  pass  unimproved,  when  future 
success  in  life  is  depending  so  much  upon  a  good  education, 
and  when  the  opportunities  for  obtaining  it  are  so  feasible. 
Parents  should  consider  this  and  act  wisety  for  their  children's 
interest.  The  class  in  Arithmetic,  Geography,  Grammar  and 
History,  each,  passed  a  good  examination  at  the  close  of  the 
second  term.  Whole  number  of  scholars  each  term,  thirty-six. 
High  School. 

The  first  term  of  eight  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Flanders,  a  teacher  of  much  experience.  She  labored  hard  to 
improve  her  school.  Had  she  exercised  sterner  discipline,  or 
had  the  scholars  cheerfully  complied  with  her  request,  her  efforts 
would  have  been  far  more  successful. 

The  second  term  of  fourteen  weeks  was  taught  by  Mr.  Ira 
Arthur  Chase,  with  the  best  results.  He  gained  the  respect 
of  his  scholars,  disciplined  well  his  school,  gave  them  good  in- 
struction and  closed,  having  the  best  regards  of  his  scholars 
and  the  approbation  of  the  Committee. 

Whole  number  of  scholars,  first  term  thirty  ;  second,  thirty-one. 

Milo  Fellows,  Green  Tilton  and  N.  B.  Butrick,  Prudential 
Committee. 
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In  submitting  our  report  of  the  schools  in  town,  we  are  pleased 
to  say  that  some  of  tliein  are  in  a  very  good  condition  and  the 
scholars  have  made  a  commendable  improvement  and  the  money 
expended  to  good  advantage  ;  while  in  others,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  we  find  but  little  to  commend.  There  are  various  and  ma- 
ny causes  operating  in  each  district  to  produce  good  or  poor 
schools,  und  we  find  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done  to 
bring  any  of  our  schools  up  to  the  model  school.  You  will 
allow  us  to  mention  some  few  of  the  defects  we  find  in  our 
school  system  : 

1st.  The  uncertainty  of  providing  the  same  amount  of  money 
from  year  to  year,  so  that  we  may  have  a  uniform  amount  of 
schooling.  One  year,  the  town  or  district  will  vote  to  appro- 
priate 50  per  cent,  more  money  than  the  law  provides,  and  then 
if  we  have  the  money  judiciously  expended  we  find  that  our  schools 
are  doing  just  about  what  they  ought  to  do.  The  next  year, 
every  body  is  crying  "hard  times  !  hard  times  !"  and  they  will 
vote  down  any  appropriation  more  than  the  law  compels  them 
to  raise.  The  result  is,  our  schools  are  short,  only  one  term  in 
most  of  our  districts,  and  cheap  teachers  as  an  expedient  to 
spin  out  our  schools  to  near  the  length  of  the  year  previous  ; 
and  any  one  can  see  the  result.  We  might  about  as  well  have 
no  school  as  to  have  a  poor  one,  and  of  course  if  we  do  not 
have  the  means  to  have  a  good  one,  it  is  impossible,  till  good 
teachers  conclude  to  work  for  nothing  and  board  themselves. 
When  that  time  comes  we  can  have  a  school  the  year  round. 

Next,  is  the  small  number  of  scholars  in  most  of  our  districts. 
We  cannot  expect  an  interesting  school  with  only  from  2  to  10 
scholars.  It  seems  to  us  that  our  district  lines  might  be  changed 
so  as  to  unite  two  or  more  of  our  outside  districts,  and  it  must 
sometime  be  clone.  Our  money  is  not  economically  expended. 
It  costs  too  much  per  scholar.  Again,  every  district  ought  to 
see  to  it  that  the}'  elect  their  best  and  most  intelligent  and  in- 
terested men  as  prudential  committee  ;  men  that  they  would 
select  to  go  out  and  do  business  for  themselves,  personally,  and 
not  because  it  is  their  turn  or  because  they  are  in  the  ring,  or 
belong  to  our  party.     Another  thing  is  the  selection  of  our 
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S.  S.  Committee.  It  seems  to  us  it  would  be  the  best  way  to 
either  appoint  or  elect  them,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  two 
years  and  one  for  one  year,  and  annually,  hereafter,  one  to  serve 
three  years.  In  this  way  we  should  always  have  two  on  the 
board  who  would  know  something  of  the  wants  of  our  schools  and 
could  act  intelligently.  It  has  so  happened  the  year  past  that 
your  Committee  knew  but  very  little  of  the  wants  of  the  schools 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  of  course  could  not  do  for 
them  what  might  have  been  done  had  we  have  had  one  or  two 
years'  previous  knowledge  of  them.  We  almost  always  retain 
one  or  two  of  the  old  board  of  selectmen,  because  every  one 
knows  it  is  better  to  do  so.  It  is  equally  as  important  that  it 
should  be  done  with  your  S.  S.  Committee.  (We  beg  leave  to 
say  just  here,  however,  we  are  not  electioneering  for  ourselves.) 
The  next,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  thing  to  help  improve 
our  schools,  is  a  co-operation  of  parents  with  the  teachers  and 
Committee  in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  our  schools. 

Parents,  if  j^ou  will  have  your  schools  well  taught  and  gov- 
erned, require  obedience  and  good  order  of  }rour  children  at 
home.  If  you  talk  disorder  before  your  children  at  home  they 
will  go  to  school  and  act  it  out  there.  Teach  your  boy  to  trifle 
with  school  law,  to  be  smart  against  his  teacher  and  }rou  prepare 
him  to  rebel  against  civil  law,  to  the  disgrace  of  himself  and 
parents,  in  the  end.  Be  unwilling  to  have  your  child  stay  out 
of  school  a  week,  a  day,  or  half  a  day  while  the  school  keeps. 
Allow  him  not  in  idleness  around  home,  while  the  school-house 
is  open  for  his  instruction,  lest  his  evil  and  idle  habits  spoil  him 
and  trouble  you.  A  scholar  can  make  but  little  improvement 
without  attending  school  constantly  while  it  is  in  session.  Then 
send  your  scholars  to  school,  send  them  early ;  send  them  all 
the  time  when  there  is  a  school.  It  is  your  duty  to  know  that 
they  are  pa}ring  that  regard  to  the  regulations  of  the  school, 
which  the  teacher  has  a  right  to  expect.  The  habit  of  listening 
to  the  complaints  and  prejudices  of  scholars  is  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  sources  of  disobedience,  and  the  consequent  deficiency 
of  our  schools.  Parents  often  under-rate  the  influence  they 
exert  against  the  teacher.     In  too  many  cases  the  foibles  and 
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failings  of  a  teacher  are  discussed  at  length  in  the  hearing  of 
the  children  and  frequently  parents  and  others  are  advisers 
against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  school,  and  are  them- 
selves the  chief  cause  of  troubles  that  arise  which  are  attributed 
to  deficiency  and  incapacity  of  teachers.  Nothing  improves 
the  courage  and  ambition  of  a  faithful  teacher  like  kind  words 
of  sympathy  and  encouragement  from  parents. 

J.  M.  BISHOP,  >  Supt.  School 

CHAS.  FORREST,   J    Committee. 
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Kate  F.  George. 

Addie  A.  Butrick. 

Lillian  S.  Abbott. 
Eva  F.  Bnruham. 
Eliza  A.  Flanders. 
Ira  A.  Chase. 
M.  F.  Emmons. 
Lillia  A.  Nelson. 
M.  F.  Emmons. 
L.  Kate  Robie. 
Anthe  Rol)iuson. 
Ida  J.  Dalton. 
Henry  C.  Wells. 

F.  A.  Plumer. 
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Summer. 

Autumn. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Summer. 

Autumn.    ' 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Autumn. 

Autumn. 

Autumn. 

Autumn. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Autumn. 

District. 

Union. 
Primary. 

Intermediate. 

Grammar. 
<< 

High. 

No.  1. 
No.  3. 
No.  4. 
No.  5. 
No.  6. 
No.  7. 
No.  8. 
No.  8. 
No.  9. 

